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Adsorption of Methyl Orange from Aqueous Solution by Polymer of
Intrinsic Microporosity: Isotherms and Kinetics Study
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Summary: In this work the adsorption and kinetics studies of methyl orange (MO) on polymer of
intrinsic microporosity (PIM 1) was investigated. The results showed that adsorption of MO
increases with temperature, suggesting the endothermic nature of sorption process. The adsorption
data was found well fitted to the Langmuir model as compared to Freundlich and Temkin models.
The kinetics data was described by first order, second order, pseudo first order, pseudo second order,
Elovich equation, film diffusion and particle diffusion models. The kinetic data confirmed that the
adsorption of methyl orange on PIM-1 follows particle and film diffusion models along with
Lagergren pseudo first order and Elovich equations, indicating the sorption as a mixed diffusional
process. The activation energy values for the particle and film diffusion processes were 13.09 k
J/mol and 13.12 k J/mol respectively whereas, it was 14.11k J/mol according to pseudo first order
equation. The low value of activation energy (less than 42 k J/mol) indicates that the adsorption of
MO on PIM-1 is diffusional and physical in nature. The values of thermodynamic parameters ensure
that the adsorption was endothermic and non-spontaneous with increase in entropy.
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Introduction
Many industries like textile, paper, food, and
leather, printing and plastic are the major users of
dyes. Most of the dyes are toxic and are considered as
a direct threat to the aquatic life [1]. Different toxic,
colored and colorless materials, either organic or
inorganic, are being released in environment and
causes different diseases. The colored substance not
only decreases the light absorption by plants of water
but also spoils the color and taste of water. Also most
of these coloured substances are highly toxic. Methyl
orange (MO) is an organic compound which is
commonly used as a dye in textile industries and is
also used as indicator in acid base titration [2].
Polymer of intrinsic microporosity (PIM-1)
is a member of polymers newly synthesized by using
bifunctional hydroxylated aromatic and an activated
fluorinated monomers [3]. The microporosity of these
polymers is intrinsic to the polymer’s molecular
structure and is independent of processing of
material. The intrinsic microporosity of these
polymers is due to highly rigid and contorted
molecular structure preventing it from effective
packing in solid state. Also these polymers are
superior to the conventional microporous materials
due to their high free volume and internal surface
area. The excellent solubility of these polymers in
some
organic
solvents
e.g.
chloroform,
tetrahydrofuran and m-cresol has also been reported.
Some of these polymers can be cast into robust,
*
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flexible and thermally stable films and have vast
applications in gas or liquid separation [4-6].
Reported conventional physicochemical
techniques employed for the removal of dyes from
water include ozonation, oxidation, reverse osmosis,
membrane separation, adsorption and photochemical
degradation. Among these, adsorption is considered
as an efficient tool for the removal of toxic
substances from waste waters [7-9]. Adsorption on
the surface of porous material is considered as an
important technique for the removal of colored
substance which has been investigated in great details
[10-14].
The aim of the present work is the removal
of methyl orange form aqueous solution using
polymer of intrinsic microporosity. In this work we
have selected PIM-1 as this polymer is hydrophobic
in nature and has high internal surface area and
porosity than the conventional microporous materials
like zeolites and activated carbons [15]. These
properties enable PIM-1 as an active candidate for
the adsorption of toxins from aqueous solution.
Further, this polymer has unique applications in the
transportation of organic compounds and in gas
separation [4].
Experimental
Materials and Method
Methyl orange (MO) was purchased from
Merck whereas Polymer of intrinsic microporosity
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(PIM-1) was provided by Riedel de Hein. All the
solutions were prepared in deionized water. Dilution
method was applied to prepare the desired
concentration. Batch technique was used for both
adsorption and kinetic studies. The density and the
surface area of the PIM-1 used in the present study
were 0.944 g/cm3 and 750 m2/g respectively.
Adsorption Studies
For the adsorption studies, various
concentration of MO was mixed with the fine powder
of PIM-1 (0.1g). To ensure complete mixing, the
reactants were agitated for 3 hours at the stirring
speed of 120 rpm in temperature controlled water
shaking bath at 300 K. Afterward, the concentration
of each solution was determined by noticing the
absorbance at λmax (470 nm) in the spectrophotometer
model SSI 1103.
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Fig. 2 represents the adsorption data
expressed in the form of Langmuir, Freundlich and
Temkin models. The validity of MO adsorption on
PIM-1 was investigated by applying the Langmuir
model which is usually suitable for monolayer
adsorption of solute on the surface of adsorbent. This
model can be expressed as:
Ce/Y= 1/kb Ym + Ce/Ym

(1)

where, Ym is the amount of adsorbent required for
unimolecular layer formation and kb is binding
energy constant. The plot of Ce/Y against Ce (Fig. 2
(A)) gives a straight line confirming that the
adsorption of MO follows Langmuir isotherm model
[16]. The validity of this model can also be
confirmed from the regression coefficient constant
(R2 = 0.998) which is close to the unity.

Kinetic Studies
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Kinetic study was performed by taking 200
ml of MO solution having concentration 4x10-4 M
which was shaken with 0.5 g of PIM-1 at definite
temperature. To find out the concentration of MO
after adsorption, the samples were withdrawn,
filtered and subjected for absorbance measurement.
The kinetic study was carried out in the temperature
range 283-313 K.
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Results and Discussion
The adsorption of methyl orange onto PIM-1
was studied at 300 K and adsorption isotherm has
been shown in the form of Fig. 1. Various
concentration of MO ranging from 1x10-5 – 7x10-5 M
were investigated with fixed amount of PIM-1 (0.1
g). The adsorption isotherm reveals that the uptake of
MO was maximum at lowest selected initial
concentration. However, the data point shows that
equilibrium approaches almost in the lowest selected
concentrations of MO showing that the active sites on
PIM-1 were readily available to load the maximum
amount of methyl orange.
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Fig. 2:

(A) Langmuir (B) Freundlich and (C)
Temkin models for adsorption of MO on
PIM-1.
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ln Y = ln k + (1/n) ln Ce

(2)

where, Y is x/m i.e. amount of adsorbate adsorbed
per unit mass of adsorbent, Ce is the equilibrium
concentration whereas k and n are the physical
constants for given system associated to the
adsorption capacity and adsorption intensity
respectively. The n values also give information
about the mutual interaction of adsorbed molecules.
In present case, the n value is greater than unity,
suggesting that the forces between the adsorbed MO
molecules are repulsive [17].
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Freundlich model is usually tested for
heterogeneous adsorption where the amount of
adsorbate on the adsorbent surface increases
indefinitely with respect to the solute in aqueous
solution. The linearized forms of Freundlich
adsorption model is represented by equation 2
whereas the plot according to this model has been
represented by Fig. 2 (B).
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Fig. 3:

Adsorption kinetics of methyl orange on
PIM-1 at different temperatures.

The Temkin model (Fig. 2 (C)) was also
applied to the adsorption data in the form

Different kinetic equations like particle
diffusion, film diffusion, Lagergren’s pseudo first
order and Elovich were applied to the kinetics data of
methyl orange on PIM-1. The equation for film
diffusion adsorption process is

Y = a + b ln Ce

-ln (1-F) = Ku t

(3)

where, ‘a’ and ‘b’ are the constants. From the
modelling data, the best fit was found for Langmuir
followed by Freundlich and Temkin models,
supporting the formation of monomolecular layer of
MO on the surface of PIM-1. Similar behavior was
observed by Alkan et al. for the adsorption of acid
blue 62 anionic dyes onto sepiolite [13] and also by
Mittal et al. for the adsorption of triarylmethane dye
on waste material adsorbents [14]. The adsorption
parameters extracted from these models are compiled
in Table-1.
Table-1: Constants of adsorption derived
Langmuir, Freundlich and Temkin models.
Ym
(Molecules/g)
1.42 x 1020

Kb
(dm3/g)
1.83 x 106

n
(g/dm3)
12.87

a
(Mol/g)
23.23

from

b
(dm3/g)
5.5 x 104

Kinetics Studies
From the kinetics data, (Fig. 3) it was
observed that time to reach equilibrium decreases
with increase in temperature. At 288 K, the
adsorption equilibrium was established after 80
minutes, while it decreases to 50 minutes when the
study was conducted at 313 K. At higher
temperature, the fast adsorption kinetics is due to the
frequent collisions of MO particles at the surface of
PIM-1 resulting in the establishment of early
equilibrium.

(4)

where, F is the fractional attainment which is the
ratio of amount adsorbed after time t to the amount
adsorbed at equilibrium and Ku is film diffusion rate
constant for adsorption. The equations for particle
diffusion adsorption process are
Bt=6.28318–3.2899F–6.28318(1–1.0470F) ½ (5)
B t = - 2.303 log (1 – F) – 0.49770

(6)

where, B is the rate constant for particle diffusion
adsorption process. Equation (5) is used for the value
of ‘F’ from 0 to 0.85 while equation (6) is used when
value of ‘F’ is from 0.86 to 1. Lagergren’s pseudo
first order and Elovich equations were employed in
the form
ln (Ye- Y) = ln Ye – K t
Y = a + b ln t

(7)
(8)

where, Ye is amount adsorbed at equilibrium, Y is
amount adsorbed at certain time, K is the rate
constant while a, b are the constants. The adsorption
process followed the particle diffusion, film
diffusion, Lagergren equation of pseudo first order
and Elovich equation, showing that it was mix
diffusional process which follows pseudo first order
kinetics [18, 19]. The graphical representation of
these equations is given in the form of Figs 4-7. The
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Table-2: Rate constants derived from film/particle
diffusion and Lagergren pseudo first order kinetics at
different temperatures.
Ku (102)
6.82
7.57
8.63
10.46
11.46

B (102)
6.35
7.00
7.94
9.78
10.58

-8

288 K
293 K
298 K
303 K
313 K

-9
-10
ln (Ye-Yt)

kinematics of the adsorption data has also been tested
for first, second and pseudo second order along with
intraparticle diffusion model. However, due to low
regression values, these models were found
unsuitable. The values of rate constant determined
from the models applied in the present study are
shown in Table-2.

Temperature (K)
283
288
293
303
313
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Elovich equation for the adsorption of MO
on PIM-1.

Thermodynamic Parameters
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The activation energy was determined by
Arrhenius equation which is represented as
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Film diffusion model for the adsorption of
MO on PIM-1.

(9)

where k is the rate constant, A is the Arrhenius
constant, Ea is the activation energy and R is the
universal gas constant. The graphical representation
of Arrhenius`s equation is shown in Fig. 8. The
activation energy of adsorption was found to be 13.09
k J/mol for particle diffusion process, 13.12 k J/mol
for film diffusion process and 14.11k J/mol according
to pseudo first order equation. The low value of
activation energy (less than 42 k J/mol) shows that
the adsorption of MO is diffusional controlled and is
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physical in nature [20]. The positive value of Ea is
suggesting that there are some energy barriers as the
rate of adsorption increases with the increase in
temperature. Thus there is an increased probability of
colliding the MO molecules on the surface of PIM-1.
The activation energy obtained from the particle
diffusional process is closer to the Ea extracted from
film diffusional process, which reveals that the
predominant mechanism for kinetics of MO is mixed
diffusional. Similar types of mechanism have also
been proposed in literature [18, 21].
-2.1
Film diffusion
Particle diffusion
Pseudo first order

-2.2

endothermic with increased randomness of methyl
orange molecules at the interface of PIM-1. The
increase in temperature caused a decrease in free
energy change showing that the process drives
towards spontaneity. Such type of behavior has also
been reported by Prado et al. for the adsorption of
indigo carmine dye on chitin [22].
Table-3: Thermodynamic
parameters
adsorption of MO on PIM 1.
Temperature (K)
283
288
303
313

-2.3

∆G (kJ/mol)
1.355
1.294
1.111
0.988

for

the

∆H (kJ/mol)

∆S (K/mol)

4.81

12.20

y = -5.7632x + 14.595

-4.0

2

R = 0.969

-2.4
-4.5

-2.5

3 -1
1/T 10 (K )

3 -1
1/T 10 (K )
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Arrhenius plot for the adsorption of MO on
PIM-1.

Thermodynamic parameters such as ∆H and ∆S were
determined by Van`t Hoff`s equation shown in the
form
Kc = ∆S/R - ∆H/R T

(10)

where, Kc is the equilibrium constant which is
determined by the following expression
Kc = ye /Ce

(11)

where ye is the amount of adsorbate adsorbed per unit
mass of adsorbate at equilibrium and Ce is the
equilibrium concentration of solution of adsorbate.
Gibbs free energy (∆G) for the adsorption process
was determined by using well known thermodynamic
relation
∆G = ∆H – T ∆S

(12)

The graphical representation of Van’t Hoff
equation is shown in Fig. 9 and the values of the
thermodynamic constants are given in Table-3. These
values show that the adsorption process is
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1
ln Kc (10 )

Fig. 9:

Van’t Hoff’s equation for the adsorption of
MO on PIM-1.

Conclusions
Adsorption of methyl orange on PIM-1
followed Langmuir adsorption isotherm showing
uniform adsorption sites on the surface of adsorbent.
The time to reach adsorption equilibrium decreases
with the increased in temperature. Adsorption kinetic
follows film and particle diffusion equations showing
that the process is mixed diffusional in nature driven
by pseudo first order. Low activation energy value
points towards the physical nature of adsorption
process. The positive values of enthalpy, free energy
and entropy changes show the process to be
endothermic and nonspontaneous with increased
randomness on the solid liquid interface.
References
1.

D. Zhao, W. Zhang, C. Chen and X. Wang,
Adsorption of Methyl Orange Dye onto

Muhammad Shakeel et al.,

Multiwalled Carbon Nanotubes, Procedia
Environ. Sci. 18, 890 (2013).
2. B. Merzouk, B. Gourich, A. Sekki, K. Mandani,
C. Vial and M. Barkaoui, Studies on the
Decolorization of Textile Dye Wastewater by
Continuous Electrocoagulation Process, Chem.
Eng. J. 149, 207 (2009).
3. P. M. Budd, B. S. Ghanem, S. M. Makhseed, N.
B. McKeown, K. J. Msayid and C. E. Tattershall,
Microporous Polymeric Materials, Mater. Today,
7, 40 (2004).
4. P. M. Budd, N. B. Mckeown, B. S. Ghanem, K.
J. Msayid, D. Fritsch, L. Starannikova, N. Belov,
O. Sanfirova, Y. Yampolskii and V.
Shantarovich, Gas Permeation Parameters and
other Physicochemical Properties of a Polymer
of Intrinsic Microporosity: Polybenzodioxane
PIM-1, J. Membrane Sci. 325, 851 (2008).
5. M. Carta, R. Malpass-Evans, M. Croad, Y.
Rogans, J. C. Jansen and P. Bernardo, An
Efficient Polymer Molecular Sieve for
Membrane Gas Separations, Science, 339, 303
(2013).
6. N. B. Mckeown and P. M. Budd, Exploitation of
Intrinsic Microporosity in Polymer-Based
Materials, Macromolecules, 43, 5163 (2010).
and
7. S. Parlayici, V. Eskizeybek,
A. Avcı
E. Pehlivan, Removal of Chromium (VI) using
Activated
Carbon-Supported-Functionalized
Carbon Nanotubes, J. Nanostruct. Chem, 5, 255
(2015).
8. K. Zare, V. K. Gupta, O. Moradi, A. S. H.
Makhlou, M. Sillanpaa, M. N. Nadagouda, H.
Sadegh, R. S. Ghoshekandi, A. Pal, Z. J. Wang,
I. Tyagi, M. Kazemi, A Comparative Study on
the Basis of Adsorption Capacity Between CNTs
and Activated Carbon as Adsorbents for
Removal of Noxious Synthetic Dyes: a Review,
J. Nanostruct. Chem, 5, 227 (2015).
9. D. Robati, B. Mirza, M. Rajabi, O. Moradi, I.
Tyagi, S. Agarwal, V. K. Gupta, Removal of
Hazardous Dyes-BR 12 and Methyl Orange
using Graphene Oxide as an Adsorbent from
Aqueous Phase, Chem. Eng. J., 284, 687 (2016).
10. T. A. Saleh and V. K. Gupta, Photo-Catalyzed
Degradation of Hazardous Dye Methyl Orange
by Use of a Composite Catalyst Consisting of
Multi-Walled Carbon Nanotubes and Titanium
Dioxide, J. Colloid Interface Sci. 371, 101
(2012).

J.Chem.Soc.Pak., Vol. 39, No. 03, 2017

342

11. M. R. Mafra, L. Igarashi-Mafra, D. R. Zuim, E.
C. Vasques, and M. A. Ferreira, Adsorption of
Remazol Brilliant Blue on an Orange Peel
Adsorbent, Brazilian J. Chem. Eng. 30, 657
(2013).
12. S. H. Chen, J. Zhang, C. L. Zhang, Q. Y. Yue, Y.
Li and C. Li, Equilibrium and Kinetic Studies of
Methyl Orange and Methyl Violet Adsorption on
Activated Carbon Derived from Phragmites
Australis, Desalination, 252, 149 (2010).
13. M. Alkan, S. Celikcapa, O. Demirbas and M.
Dogan, Removal of Reactive Blue 221 and Acid
Blue 62 Anionic Dyes from Aqueous Solutions
by Sepiolite, Dyes and Pigments, 65, 251 (2005).
14. A. Mittal, J. Mittal, A. Malviya, D. Kaur and V.
K. Gupta, Decoloration Treatment of a
Hazardous Triarylmethane Dye, Light Green SF
(Yellowish) by Waste Material Adsorbents, J.
Colloid Interface Sci. 342, 518 (2010).
15. D. Suteu and T. Malutan, Industrial Cellolignin
Wastes as Adsorbent for Removal of Methylene
Blue Dye from Aqueous Solutions, Bioresourse,
8, 427 (2013).
16. S. Tunali, A. S. Ozcan, A. Ozcan and T.
Gedikbey, Kinetics and Equilibrium Studies for
the Adsorption of Acid Red 57 from Aqueous
Solutions Onto Calcined-Alunite, J. Hazard.
Mater. 135, 141 (2006).
17. J. Anwar, U. Shafique, Waheed-uz-Zaman., M.
Salman, A. Dar and S. Anwar, Removal of Pb(II)
and Cd(II) from Water by Adsorption on Peels of
Banana, Bioresource Technol. 101, 1752 (2010).
18. S. Mustafa, K. H. Shah, A. Naeem, M. Waseem
and M. Tahir, Chromium (III) removal by Weak
Acid Exchanger Amberlite IRC-50 (Na), J.
Hazard. Mater. 160, 1 (2008).
19. Y. S. Ho, and G. McKay, The Sorption of Lead
(II) Ions on Peat, Water Research, 2, 578 (1999).
20. K. G. Sheckal and D. L. Sparks, Temperature
Effects on Nickel Sorption Kinetics at the
Mineral-Water Interface, Soil Sci. Soc. Am. J. 65,
719 (2001).
21. C. Hung-Lung, L. Kuo-Hsiung, C. Shih-Yu, C.
Ching-Guan and P. San-De, Dye Adsorption on
Biosolid
Adsorbents
and
Commercially
Activated Carbon, Dyes and Pigments, 75, 52
(2007).
22. A. G. S. Prado, J. D. Torres, E. A. Faria, and S.
C. L Dias, Comparative Adsorption Studies of
Indigo Carmine Dye on Chitin and Chitosan, J.
Colloid Interface Sci. 277, 43 (2004).

